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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Jamaican exhibit continues Fall Arts Celebration 
Grand Valley has brought together a diverse group of highly talented 
artists with African, Asian, and European backgrounds who all make 
Jamaica their home. 
The exhibit, "Jamaica Today: Six Women Artists ," features works on 
paper, photography, installation and multi-media art. It is part of the uni-
versity's Fall Arts Celebration, a series of events for the public that 
showcase the arts , humanities and liberal education. 
Henry Matthews , director of galleries and collections, said all six 
women are faculty of the Edna Manley College of the Visual and 
Performing Arts in Kingston, Jamaica. 
"Each is a high-profile artist whose visual vocabulary differs dramati-
cally from one another as they express their insights about this island 
nation," he said. 
An opening reception with artists is scheduled for Thursday, October 6, 
from 5-7 p.m. in the Art Gallery in the Performing Arts Center. A prel-
ude carillon concert at 4:30 p.m. features Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, 
university carillonneur. 
Courtesy photo 
Hope "Sweetie" Wheeler stands in front of her "Calendar Series," 
which began as notes and drawings on the squares of her calendar 
during meetings. The spread of her work is both a celebration and cri-
tique of the Jamaican culture and its politics. 
On Friday, October 7, Steeve Buckridge, associate professor of history, 
will moderate a panel discussion with all six artists centering on the role 
of women artists of color working in the Caribbean. The event will run 
from noon-2 p.m. at the Alumni House. 
The artists are Hope Brooks , Margaret Chen , Natalie Butler, Hope 
"Sweetie" Wheeler, Prudence Lovell and Petrona Morrison. "Jamaica 
Today" continues through November 4. For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/failarts or call the Art Gallery at x12564 
Across Campus 
LOH dedication 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, reads 
a poem on September 26 during the ded-
ication ceremony for Lake Ontario Hall. 
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Faculty research 
may help decrease 
infant mortality rate 
Research by a Grand Valley faculty member 
may help decrease the infant mortality rate in 
Michigan. 
Steve Borders , assistant professor of public 
and nonprofit administration, is working with 
the Michigan Department of Community 
Health to research state hospitals and their 
ability to treat women with high-risk pregnan-
cies and deliver at-risk babies. 
The data Borders collects will support a larger 
state initiative to update the system of referrals 
and transfers from one hospital to another, he 
said. 
"Hospitals are designated level one, which 
is least complex, to level three , the most 
complex," Borders said. "Right now, there's 
a breakdown in the referral system and 
that could be contributing to an increase in 
mortality rates." 
Michigan's infant mortality rate is higher 
than the national average. In 2002, Grand 
Rapids had 11.1 infant deaths per 1,000 
live births; the national average for the same 
period was 9 .5. 
Borders and a MDCH researcher are collecting 
data from 99 Michigan hospitals that have the 
capability of delivering babies . The project, 
which Borders expects to be completed next 
year, is funded with a grant from Medicaid . 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Borders had worked at the Texas Department of Health and State 
Medicaid Office and as a research assistant at the Public Policy Research 
Institute at Texas A&M before joining Grand Valley's faculty. 
Grand Forum celebrates 10 years 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Two original Grand Forum members are pic-
tured with Director Judy Palmer. Left to right 
are Dave Seibold and Craig Hecker. 
Grand Forum partici-
pants celebrated the 
group's 10th anniver-
sary on September 28 
with a concert by Avi 
Reichert, associate 
professor of music, and 
a reception at the 
Alumni House. 
Grand Forum, a division 
of the Continuing 
Education Department, 
is an educational out-
reach program for 
adults 55 and older. 
Classes are offered dur-
ing September, 
February and May and typically are led by a community expert in health 
care, business or the arts. 
Grand Valley named 'Best College Buy' 
Grand Valley was named as one of America's 100 Best College Buys by 
Institutional Research and Evaluation , Inc. in Georgia. This is Grand 
Valley's 10th consecutive year on the list. 
Each year, Institutional Research identifies the 100 American colleges and 
universities providing students the very highest quality education at the 
lowest cost. 
To be considered for the designation , an institution must be an accredited, 
four-year institution, offer full residential faci lities, have had an entering 
freshmen class in the fa ll of 2004 with a high school grade point average 
and/or SAT/ACT score equal to or above the national average for entering 
college freshmen. It also must have an out-of-state cost of attendance in 
2005-2006 for two semesters below the national average or not exceeding 
the national average cost by more than 10 percent. 
The grade point average for incoming freshmen at Grand Valley in the fall 
of 2004 was 3.52, compared to the national average of 3.25 , according to 
Institutional Research Evaluation, Inc. The average ACT score for incom-
ing freshmen at Grand Valley in the fall of 2004 was 24, compared to the 
national average of 23. 
Graduate students looking for adviser 
While still included on the Graduate Council, a group of graduate students 
is ready to branch out and form its own organization. They are seeking a 
faculty adviser. 
Rachael Stem said the group is looking for an adviser who had participat-
ed in a graduate student organization or another similar organization. For 
more information, contact Stem at stemre@gvsu. 
The Graduate Council, pictured below, includes faculty representatives , 
graduate students and representatives from the Graduate Studies and 
Grants Administration Department. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Grand Valley's Graduate Council is pictured: standing, left to right, are 
Amanda Jones, Priscilla Kimboko, Bill Widmaier, Ben Rudolph, Irene 
Fountain, Cynthia Coviak, Barb Reinken, Claudia Bajema, Brian Cole, 
Nancy Mack, David Cannon and Mark Luttenton; seated, left to right, 
are Jeff Ray, Steven Lipnicki, Rachael Stern and Rachel Damm. Not pic-
tured are Tracey James-Heer, Pat Parker, Cynthia Grapczynski and Debra 
Ross . 
••• 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and lnformation Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication 
items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. 
Fax : 6 16-33 1-2250 . 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution . 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily onl ine pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Sandra Fernandez-Tardani 
Assistant director, 
Office of Multicultural Affairs 
The newest Office of Multicultural Affairs staff 
member said she 's receiving a 
well-rounded view of the 
university. 
Once a faculty member, 
Sandra Femandez-Tardani 
started working as an OMA 
assistant director in August. 
She had taught Spanish 
courses as a visiting professor 
in the Modern Languages and 
Literatures department. 
"When I was in the academic 
Sandra Fernandez-
Tardani 
setting, I saw students all the time in my classes , but 
you tend to forget they have other classes and hob-
bies ," she said. "This new job has made me aware 
of how important it is for the students to balance 
their study time with involvement with campus 
organizations and outside interests." 
Fernandez-Tardani is a native of Bogota, Colombia . 
She was teaching Spanish to foreign workers in 
Bogota until she moved to the United States in 
1999. She earned a master's degree from Michigan 
State University and taught Spanish classes there 
and at Hartwick College in Oneonta, New York. 
Part of her responsibilities at OMA include coordi-
nating its Multicultural Science Education Cohort. 
MSEC is one of four cohort programs designed to 
support students of color through their college 
career with academic, professional and social oppor-
tunities that will help make them more competitive 
when they enter the job market. 
"I'm also working on continuing to develop a net-
work to attract more Hispanics to our community, as 
well as participate in initiatives concerning this 
growing group in the area ," she said. 
What's Ahead 
Clothesline Project brings 
attention to violent acts 
T-shirts will hang in the Kirkhof Center 
throughout this week to draw attention to the 
problem of violence against women. 
The Clothesline Project, a Women's Center 
annual display, includes t-shirts with messages 
and illustrations that have been designed by 
women survivors of violence or by someone 
who loves a woman who has been killed. The 
concept of the national campaign comes from 
the vision of women hanging clothes in their 
yards and discussing their "dirty laundry" with 
a neighbor or close friend. 
T-shirt making workshops will be sponsored by 
the Women's Center Monday through 
Wednesday, October 3-5 , at Kirkhof Center, 
Holland Meijer Campus and Secchia Hall at 
the Pew Campus. For more information about 
the workshops, call the Women's Center at 
xl2748. 
Author will address 
'Writing Women' during 
presentation 
Award-winning author Margaret Atwood will 
discuss "Writing Women" during a presentation 
on Thursday, October 6, at Fountain Street 
Church in Grand Rapids . 
The West Michigan Women's Studies Council 
is sponsoring Atwood's visit. The event will 
begin at 7 p.m. and include a book signing and 
reception. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
Atwood, a native of Canada who resides in 
Toronto, is best known for her internationally 
acclaimed novels , including the Booker-prize 
winning The Blind Assassin, Alias Grace, The 
Robber Bride and The Handmaid 's Tale . Her 
latest novel, Oryx and Crake, portrays a future 
overrun by the prod-
ucts of science and 
technology gone 
awry. 
The West Michigan 
Women's Studies 
Council is comprised 
of representatives 
from Aquinas, 
Calvin, Hope and 
Grand Rapids 
Community colleges, Margaret Atwood 
Grand Valley State 
and Davenport universities. The council formed 
in 200 I to bring awareness to gender issues and 
to collaborate with other groups to enhance the 
lives of women . Its lecture series is underwrit-
ten by the Nokomis Foundation. 
Helen Sterk , a professor of communication arts 
and sciences at Calvin College, is the current 
council president. She said Atwood continues a 
strong tradition of lecturers, including Molly 
Ivins , Margaret Cho and Lani Guinier. 
"Her novels are now part of the Western literary 
canon, and yet they remain very much rooted in 
ordinary life in the late 20th and 21st cen-
turies," Sterk said. "We are thrilled to have an 
author of her stature speak in Grand Rapids ." 
Atwood has written more than 30 works, 
including novels , collections of short stories, 
poetry, literary criticism and children's books. 
The Women and Gender Studies Program is 
sponsoring a bus trip to Atwood's presentation. 
The bus will leave Kirkhof Center at 5:45 p.m. 
and return around 9:30 p.m. RSVPs must be 
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made by calling the WGS office at x18025 or 
the Women's Center at x12748 . 
Gay-rights advocate 
to give two presentations 
John Corvino, philosophy professor at Wayne 
State University and gay-rights advocate, will 
be speaking on homosexuality, morality and 
diversity at Grand Valley on Tuesday, October 
11 , at 9 p.m. at the Cook-DeWitt Center on the 
Allendale Campus . 
October 11 also marks National Coming Out 
Day. Corvino 's presentation is free and open to 
the public. 
Combining philosophy with sensitivity and 
humor, Corvino will explain how to respect 
people 's diverse relationships while also 
respecting deeply held moral and religious con-
victions . 
Corvino has been speaking and writing on 
homosexual issues for more than a decade. His 
columns and articles have been featured in 
regional and national print. He has also 
appeared on MSNBC's "Scarborough Country" 
and various radio programs . 
Corvino will also give a presentation for Grand 
Valley faculty and staff on October 11, from 
noon-1:30 p.m., in room 204 of the Kirkhof 
Center. RSVP for the event by visiting the 
Work Life Connections Web site at 
www.gvsu.edu/worklife and clicking on 
"Upcoming Events ." 
For more information, contact Sue Sloop, Work 
Life Connections consultant, at xl2215 . Other 
departments co-sponsoring his presentations are 
the Women 's Center, Allies and Advocates and 
Out 'N About, a student organization. 
···----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Brian Kingshott, assistant professor of crimi-
nal justice, was a panelist on BBC Radio for a 
discussion, "Iraq: Is it time to pull out? 
Discussing British and American Foreign Policy 
as Part of a Faith and Ethics." 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, university caril-
lonneur, was interviewed by WGVU Radio 
about her years at Grand Valley and her future 
endeavors. 
Richard Cooley, assistant professor of history, 
was interviewed by the Kalamazoo Gazette for 
an article on on-line and distance learning. 
Sketches 
Dan Balfour, director of the School of Public 
and Nonprofit Administration, participated as a 
member of a panel , "Is It Time to Call It 
Fascism?" at the annual conference of the 
American Political Science Association in 
Washington, D.C. 
Cliff Welch , associate professor of history, 
wrote an article , "Peasants and Globalization in 
Latin America: A Survey of Recent Literature ," 
published in Revista NERA. His article, 
"Manifesta~6es 2004," was published in the 
book Conflitos no Campo - Brasil 2004. He 
presented a paper at a symposium hosted by 
Brown University and the Funda~ao Casa Rui 
Barbosa in Rio de Janeiro. 
Yosay Wangdi, assistant professor of history, 
gave three lectures, "Buddhism in the Land of 
Snows: A Cultural Odyssey," "Roar of Snow 
Lion: Tibetan Buddhism Then and Now" and 
"Mahasiddhas: The Great Masters of Tibet," 
before the Buddhist Association of Malaysia. 
Lorelle Otis Thomas, associate professor of art 
and design, developed a board game, 
"Mathanimals," for teaching math skills that 
has been purchased by Talicor Educational 
Game Company and is in production. It will be 
available to the public in June. 
Patricia Matthews, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, was a panel member at a program, 
"Firefighter Life Safety Summit on Structural 
Firefighting Operations," sponsored by the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
Carmen Nochera, associate professor of bio-
medical sciences, was elected to the nominating 
committee of Nutrition in Complementary Care, 
a national dietetic committee of the American 
Dietetic Association . She was also elected chair 
of the awards committee of the Michigan 
Dietetic Association. 
Georgios P. Loizides, visiting assistant profes-
sor of sociology, presented a paper, "Evaluating 
the Poverty Line: A Group Exercise for 
Undergraduate Sociology Classes ," at the annu-
al conference of the Society for the Study of 
Social Problems held in Philadelphia. 
Jim Scott , associate professor of movement 
science, was named a recipient of the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association's Allen W. 
Bush Award. The award recognizes Scott's 
continues on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 4 
Gallery hours: Jamaica Today: Six Women 
Artists. Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for more 
information . 
Mon., Oct. 3 
All Day: Women's Center Clothesline Project 
and T-Shirt-Making Workshop. 161 KC. Call 
x12748 for more information. 
12 noon-1 p.m.: History Colloquium. Hungry for 
Han Goods: Zhang Qian and the Origins of 
the Silk Roads. 1119 MAK. Call x13298 for 
more information. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: United Way Campaign kick-
off. KC. 
2-3 p.m.: United Way Campaign kickoff. 
Building E, DEV. 
Tues., Oct. 4 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Leadershjp Development 
Workshop: Time Management. Holland 
Meijer Campus. Call 616-394-4848 for regis-
tration information. 
12 noon-1 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
Masters of Nuevo Tango. CDC. Call x12177 
for more information. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: Women 's Center Brown Bag 
Lunch. Divorce and Finance . Room 123, 
CHS. Call x12748 to register. 
Wed., Oct. 5 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters, KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: Women's Center Brown Bag 
Lunch . Divorce and Finance. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. 
1-2:30 p.m.: Presentation: A Critical Arab View 
of War, Peace, Justice and the Terror Cycle in 
the Middle East, by Rami Khouri. 204 KC. 
Call xl3184 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Presentation: Recent Biblical 
Archaeology in Jordan, by Rami Khouri. 174 
LMH. Call xl3184 for more information. 
9: 15 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
Stand and Deliver: A Night with Jaime 
Escalante. CDC. Call x12177 for more infor-
mation. 
Thurs., Oct. 6 
8 a.m.-9:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Event. War 
and Empire: The Conference. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12770 for registra-
tion information. 
8:30-10 a.m .: Johnson Center Nonprofit 
Executive Morning Series. Linking Culture to 
Organjzational Performance. University Club, 
De Vos Center. Call x 17232 for registration 
information . 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Preparing 
for Graduate School and Professional 
Education. 204 STU. Call x13266 for more 
information . 
5-6 p.m.: Opening Reception for Jamaica Today: 
Six Women Artists. Gallery, PAC. Call 
x 12564 for more information. 
6-8 p.m.: African American Alumni Panel 
Discussion. Perry Dining Room, AH. Call 
x13590 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Event. 
"Hamlet." LAT, PAC. Call xl2300 for ticket 
information . 
Fri., Oct. 7 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters, 107E 
DeVos. Call x17337 for more information. 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Lee National Denim Day for 
Breast Cancer Awareness. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
VENTS 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center Nonprofit 
Executive Morning Series. Linking Culture to 
Organizational Performance. AWRI. Call 
xl 7232 for registration information. 
9 a .m.-1 :30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Event. War 
and Empire: The Conference. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. Call x12770 for registration 
information. 
12 noon: Women's Center Event. Women in 
Music: Someone Will Remember Us . CDC. 
Call x12748 for more information. 
4:30 p.m.: University Club Event. Beerfest. 
Meadows Golf Academy. Call x13592 for 
more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Event. 
"Hamlet." LAT, PAC. 
Sat., Oct. 8 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival 
Event. "Hamlet." 
7 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. Latino 
Student Union Annual Dinner and Dance. 
Grand River Room, KC. Call x12345 for 
more information. 
Sun., Oct. 9 
2 p.m: Shakespeare Festival Event. "Hamlet." 
LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Sat., Oct. 8 
1 p.m.: Women's soccer hosts Mercyhurst 
College. 
Sun., Oct. 9 
1 p.m.: Women's soccer hosts Gannon 
University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
work in developing the Michigan Wrestling 
Weight Monitoring Program. He was nominated 
for the award by Lansing Public Schools . 
Priscilla Kimboko, dean of Graduate Studies 
and Grants Admjnistration , co-facilitated a ses-
sion, "Benchmarks for Master 's Focused 
Institutions?" at the Council of Graduate Schools 
Summer Workshop in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
She also wrote an article, "After Retirement: the 
New Bonus Years," published in Michigan 
Generations. 
Nathan Wodarz, visiting assistant professor of 
mathematics, wrote an article, "Exactness of 
Homotopy Functors of Spaces ," published in the 
Journal of Pure and Applied Algebra . 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, gave a presentation on SPARKLE 
at the Siera Summit National Environmental 
Convention in San Francisco . He also received 
funding from the Canadian Embassy (Detroit 
Consulate) for the "Arctic Journey" Curriculum 
and Performance Project with the Grand Rapids 
Public Schools. 
Gary Klingler , assistant professor of mathemat-
ics, participated in the Fifth Annual Lilly 
Teaching and Leaming Conference in Traverse 
City. 
• •• 
Grand Valley United Way Campaign 
Letter from President Murray 
Dear Colleagues, 
The contributions made by Grand Valley faculty and staff to last 
year's United Way Campaign helped many different programs 
address critical needs of our community. Though we made headway 
in addressing those needs, we still need 
your help. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Jon Jellema, associate vice president of Academic Affairs, addresses 
United Way campaign captains during a lunch meeting. Jellema is co-
chair ing the Grand Valley campaign with Marlene Kowalski-Braun, 
director of the Women 's Center, seated at right. 
Thus, I'm pleased to announce that the 
2005 United Way Campaign at Grand 
Valley will be held October 3-14. Your 
continued help for local programs 
funded through United Way is essential 
to maintaining (and slowly improving) 
the quality of life for all those who live 
in West Michigan. 
If you 're like me, this year, in light of Hurricane Katrina, you may 
also be thinking about making a donation to International Aid or the 
American Red Cross. I encourage you to do so but not to forget our 
local needs. There are thousands of people in West Michigan who 
depend on the help provided by our successful local programs such 
as the 2-1 -1 Help Line that matches human needs with the agencies 
that can address them. 
Campaign kickoff celebrated 
The 2005 Grand Valley United Way Campaign kickoff will be Monday, 
October 3, from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center on the 
Allendale Campus and from 2-3 p.m. in Building E of the De Vos Center 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. (Note that the downtown location 
has changed from Building C .) Coffee and cookies will be served. 
If you give 
Please join Grand Valley State University's 2005 United Way 
Campaign by giving generously. Your support will help make our 
campaign successful, but more importantly, your support will help 
improve the lives of others in our community! 
How will your United Way gift help? If you give ... 
• $2 per pay period, you can provide one senior citizen with food, 
home-delivered meals and transportation; 
•_ $5 per pay period, you can provide one p.arent with skills training 
to help their children succeed. 
Sincerely, 
• •• 
United Way's 2-1-1 phone number helps everyone 
One United Way resource provides a lifeline to 
a wide range of services and is a short phone 
call away. 
United Way's 2-1-1 service is a clearinghouse 
for individuals who need information, counsel-
ing, financial assistance or want to volunteer 
with agencies and programs in the community. 
"It works much the same way as 9-1-1 in that 
you simply call 2-1-1 and they can connect 
you with local agencies," said Marlene 
Kowalski-Braun, director of Grand Valley's 
Women's Center and co-chair of the United 
Way Campaign. 
Calling 2-1-1 puts callers in touch with opera-
tors who have access to agencies and programs 
to serve a huge variety of needs. 
"It's a resource for everyone in the communi-
ty, regardless of the need," Kowalski-Braun 
said. "Whether it's dealing with the shock of 
having a family member who's been diagnosed 
with cancer, or a family trying to find a litera-
cy program for a child who's struggling, or 
something that's as immediate as assistance 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
because of fire in a home, 2-1-1 serves all peo-
ple of all socioeconomic backgrounds ." 
Earlier this year, Heart of West Michigan 
United Way's 2-1-1 was accredited by the 
Alliance of Information and Referral Systems, 
the professional association for more than 
1,000 community information and referral 
providers throughout the United States and 
Canada. This designation makes 
Heart of West Michigan's call 
center the first 2-1-1 service in 
the state to receive this accredi-
tation. Other Michigan counties 
with 2-1-1 services include 
Calhoun, Jackson, Kalamazoo, 
Muskegon and Ottawa. 
Kowalski-Braun said one of the beneficial 
things 2-1-1 does is track the services being 
requested in the community, using that infor-
mation to help identify gaps and overlaps in 
services and increase coordination among 
services. For example, as a result of calls to 2-
1-1 they have been able to track rises in the 
requests for food stamps, utility assistance and 
mortgage requests. 
The service was first established 
in Kent County in 1964 as First 
Call for Help. It became 2-1-1 
in 2002, and the new number is 
widely used. During 2004, more 
than 56,000 callers used 2-1-1 
services to assist them - up 
from 46,000 in 2003 . 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Campaign captains pick up packets prior to a meeting. Each 
university department designates a captain who then is a 
United Way liaison for that department. 
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Q&A about United Way 
Q: As a Grand Valley employee, am I expected to give to the United 
Way Campaign? 
A: No, giving is a personal choice. Employees should not feel pressured 
or coerced into giving, but everyone should be given information and 
have the opportunity to give. 
Q: If I give, where will my money go? 
A: It will go where you direct it to go when you fill out the gift form. 
Grand Valley has partnered with Heart of West Michigan United Way to 
process all Grand Valley gifts. But depending on your instructions, your 
funds will go to Heart of West Michigan (Kent County) or to Greater 
Ottawa United Way (Ottawa County) or Muskegon United Way or 
Allegan United Way. 
Q: How do I know the United Way will be a responsible steward of 
my gift? 
A: Go online and check. What you'll find is that Charity Navigator, 
America's largest independent evaluator of non-profit organizations, 
recently gave Heart of West Michigan United Way its highest four-star 
rating for organizational efficiency and prudent financial management. It 
strives to keep administrative costs and overhead as low as possible. Over 
the past five years, Heart of West Michigan United Way's overhead costs 
have been among the lowest in the country, holding between 7 and 11 
percent. 
Q: Can I select specific agencies where my gift is funneled directly? 
A: Yes, you can designate which agencies are to receive your gift. Heart 
of West Michigan United Way encourages donors to give agency and 
program-specific gifts directly to organizations, rather than using the 
annual fund as a giving vehicle. Agencies must be 50l(c)3 health and 
human service agencies. 
Q: Are there reasons not to designate certain agencies? 
A: Yes . When United Way funds agencies it provides oversight and holds 
the agencies accountable for the funding they receive. Additionally, there 
is volunteer and professional oversight, increased community impact , 
comprehensive community care and less overhead. Thus , giving undesig-
nated dollars to the Community Investment Fund is a way to maximize 
your gift. 
Q: I don't like a certain agency. If I give to United Way, can I exclude 
them from receiving my money? 
A: Yes. On the bottom of the gift form, simply write "Exclude" followed 
by the name of the agency. 
Q: Are gifts tax-deductible? 
A: Yes. A reminder, though: Those who use payroll deduction (and that's 
most of us) need to save their last pay stub of the calendar year as their 
IRS receipt. The United Way line item on your pay stub is a record of 
how much you have given during the calendar year. 
Q: Does the United Way take positions on controversial topics? 
A: No, United Way feels it is not appropriate to be involved in funding or 
advocacy about controversial issues . United Way recognizes the value of 
diversity and differences of opinion on controversial issues and encour-
ages advocacy of viewpoints in reaching goals in the best interest of the 
common good. In order to answer questions on prominent issues that 
givers may have , resources are available online at 
www.unitedwaycares.com. 
If you have additional questions or concerns, contact either of the cam-
paign co-chairs, Marlene Kowalski-Braun or Jon Jellema via e-mail, or by 
calling x12400 . 
···--------------------------
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Chris DeMull Susan Mendoza-Jones 
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Dave Feenstra Carolyn Modderman 
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Kent Fisher Gloria Myaard 
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Senez Rodriguez-
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Jessica Rothe 
Maureen Ryan 
Krista Rye 
Jim Sanford 
Mark Schaub 
John Scherff 
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Courtney Sherwood 
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Paul Stephenson 
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If you give 
How will your United Way gift help? If you 
give ... 
• $10 per pay period, you can provide one 
adult with the employment assistance and 
job training necessary to achieve economic 
independence; 
• $25 per pay period, you can provide eight 
families with food and emergency services 
to help them meet their basic needs; 
• $50 per pay period, you can provide child 
care services for two children. 
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